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ITEM CH7

CHILDREN’S SERVICES SCRUTINY COMMITTEE – 18 MARCH 2009

HEALTHY OXFORDSHIRE SCHOOLS PROGRAMME – UPDATE

· I have met with the Healthy Schools Team Lead and the Healthy Schools Co-ordinator on a regular basis.  I have visited a few schools who are participating in the Programme and attended a number of events and projects organised by the Team eg Celebration Event at Cogges Farm, ‘Last Orders’ project, Anti Bullying Week launch.  

· The Healthy Oxfordshire Schools Team (HOST) has made very good progress in the number of schools participating and in the number achieving Healthy Schools status:  

	
	Participating
	Achieving

	March 2008
	257 (90%)
	208 (73%)

	December 2008
	273 (96%)
	232 (81%)

	March 2009

(Projected)
	278  (98%)
	238 (83%)


We are already exceeding the national target of 75% of schools achieving Healthy Schools status by December 2009.  Oxfordshire is doing better than similar Local Authorities and we have been cited on the Government of South-East Office’s (GOSE) register of good practice.  

· The work of HOST contributes to achieving all the Every Child Matters outcomes and many of the priorities in the Children & Young People’s Plan.  All the strategic partners are now aware of the Programme and there are effective strategic and operational links with Teenage Pregnancy, Obesity and Transforming School Food, C&YP Participation, Anti-Bullying, Drugs and Alcohol Action Team and District Councils, Domestic Violence, Young Carers.  

· There is a good quality assurance process.  The Team’s comprehensive tracking system enables the close monitoring of progress in schools’ participation and attainment status.  The Team also uses available information to target support e.g. teenage pregnancy hotspots, drug-related exclusions.

· There is a good level of bespoke support for schools, complemented by central training programme and network meetings to address issues of concern and share good practice. Recent and current initiatives and projects include:

· 
The production of a ‘Healthy Relationships’ resource pack for secondary schools – will be launched  on 17 March 2009

· 
‘Last Orders’ a theatre-in-education project for Y9 students addressing binge-drinking, anti-social behaviour and risky sexual activity.  Thirty-two secondary schools have participated in the project. Evaluations have been very positive and there is evidence of impact. A report on the first phase of the project with analysis of pupil questionnaires, summaries from the discussions with young people on their views of sex and relationship education and evaluations has been sent to participating schools. (Copies are available on request). Two training days on sex and relationships education for secondary schools have been organised for October 2008 and March 2009.

· 
‘Secrets’ projects which addresses personal, social and health issues through drama for Y5 and Y6 pupils (3 partnerships of primary schools have so far participated).  Also SRE training days for primary Y5 and Y6 teachers have been organised.  Resource packs for sex and relationships education and drug and alcohol education will be launched at a conference for primary schools on 20 May.

· 
Follow-up from a major School Councils conference involving nearly 400 C&YP to evaluate progress and impact.

· 
A Working Group to support Special Schools and a major conference “Every Special Child Matters” is planned for 9th June 09.

· 
Two colleagues are actively involved in training for and supporting the SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) programme in primary and secondary schools.

· 
Contribution to ‘Disordered Eating’ – guidelines for school staff.

· 
Training on peer mediation.

· 
Training for teachers on cyber-bullying and e-safety has been provided and a conference is planned for 5th May  2009.  

· 
Guidance on assessing PSHE for primary and secondary schools.

· 
Two conferences on promoting the well being of pupils and staff.

Events planned include a PHSE conference for Primary School staff, and participation by HOST in the Children’s Food Festival in June. 

The School Food Trust “Lets Get Cooking” programme will be launched in Oxfordshire on March 17th enabling 32 schools to start up new cookery clubs funded for 3 years.

Councillor Peter Handley

6 March 2009
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To:   
Janet Tomlinson


Director of Children’s Services


Oxfordshire County Council


Education Department


Macclesfield House


New Road


Oxford OX1 1NA

To: 
Mr Jonathan McWlliam

Director of Public Health

Oxfordshire Primary Care Trust

Richard’s Building

Old Road

Headington

Oxford OX3 7LG 

c.c.
Anne Whitehead, Healthy Schools Programme Lead


8th September 2008

Dear Colleagues

A Celebration of local Healthy Schools Success
Oxford

As you will be aware the National Healthy Schools Programme (NHSP) targets are for 75% schools to have attained National Healthy Schools Status (NHSS) and for 100% schools to be participating in the programme by December 2009. 

We are delighted to see that the Oxfordshire Healthy Schools (HS) programme has exceeded this first challenging national attainment target, with 75.4% of Oxfordshire schools being awarded NHSS by the beginning of September 2008. This is a significant achievement and demonstrates the hard work and commitment of the Oxfordshire HS team in engaging with schools and progressing them towards status. 

The NHSP provides a framework in which health outcomes for every child and young person can be achieved. It contributes towards a number of National Indicators and Public Service Agreements and has been signalled as a key outcomes delivery mechanism in the Children’s Plan. The Education Health Partnership Grant has been secured in the Area Based Grant until 2011 in recognition of this.

We are aware that the work of all local HS programmes remains challenging, particularly engaging those harder to reach schools, achieving the 2009 participation target and supporting schools that already have status through re-validation and developing work beyond NHSS. A continuation of the success already achieved by your local HS team and your continued support will put you firmly on the path to achieving these future aspects of the programme and provide a continued contribution to outcomes for children and young people in Oxfordshire.

Yours sincerely
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Peter Weston





Yvonne Arthurs

Deputy Regional Director



Deputy Regional Director of Public Health
Children and Learners
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